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ABSTRACT

The Official Documentation of the Nguyen dynaste iype of administrative documentation of the Hooé
Nguyen (1802-1945) on which reserved the king'sihaitten feedback in red ink. The Official docunagioh about the
implementation of Vietnam's sovereignty over Pdréstends (Paracel) and Truong Sa (Spratly) archiéggms includes 19
documents, 12 of that (from document no. 5 to 6prdflect mission sea voyages of the fleet heattirfgaracel Islands
archipelagos from late March to late June, from 388 1838. The following are the main featureshafse activities
include: (i) in each sea voyage, they had diffetasks such as measuring and mapping; bringing rizdseto build the
temple...; (i) The activities during this period @rding Minh Menh clearly showed the strict managemand the
responsibility of the national leader to the natbterritory in general and islands in particulaiii) the territory acquire
the nationality in Paracel Islands from 1833 to 883vhich was the continuity of a process estabtishg the Nguyen
Lords from hundreds of years ago.

KEYWORDS: Paracel Islands Archipelagos, the Nguyen Dynasigsidn, Voyages
INTRODUCTION

The mission of the Nguyen Dynasty (Vietnam) to the groups of Paracel Islands (Paracel) and Trudag
(Spratly) archipelagos wascarried out soon. This fieasrecognized in the early 17th century andethsintil 1838 under
the reign of Emperor Minh Mang. In 1816, Gia Lonin¢( officially possessed the Paracels, giving indions to set up
flags in the islands and take measurements ofgheautes (Keyuan, 2001). Jules Brevie, the Fr&edident Superior in
Indochina, gave the order to establish an admatistr body of the Paracels and place a style, iithwvthe following
words were written: “The Republic of France — Kiongd of Annam — Paracels Archipelago, 1816"[16]. B8%, Minh
Mang King gave instructions to build temples, plateles, drive in stakes and plant trees. The Bhlslands Team and
the Bac Hai Team were assigned to undertake theofagsxploitation, patrol, tax collection, and matal defense over the
two archipelagoes. The two teams continued undedatke task until the French troops invaded IndmehSince then,
the administrative management of those islandsmaistained by the Nguyen Dynasties in order to jpi@wsupport for

sea journeys as well as collect taxes from locdlifig residents till 1847-1848 [17].

According to Vu Quang Viet (2020), a researcheg, Historical documents on the Paracels posseskom that
“Vietnam proclaimed clearly and exercised its seigaty over the Paracels for at least 70 yearsn fsome time before
the year of 1770 to the year of 1816, when Gia Lidimg officially proclaimed the sovereignty. It ciimued lasting till the
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time of Minh Mang Emperor, when it was clearly veit in the official history (1837) Vietnam’s possies of the
Paracels written officially in history, therefotasted continually for at least 74 years (sinced}7i/e. from the time of the
trip to the Paracels mentioned by Le Quy Don totitme, when Minh Mang Emperor gave instructionsitaw the maps.
The will and activities of Gia Long King and Minh avig King for sovereignty affirmation were shown dfficial

documents. Although each trip to the islands lastiechost 6 months, it happened continually yeayéar. It is really
enough to demonstrate this”[18]. Thus, researchistprical missions will give us a more generalkao the context of

ancient history
METHODOLOGY

This article is part of a project was funded by VIMCM under grant number B2017-18b-01 that | staited
2017 in HoChiMinh City, on "Document the specificat of Vietham's sovereignty over the two archigeks Paracel and
Spratly". | use descriptive research with variousthmods, including general analytical methods, coatpae data,

historical critique, and statistical data to sethis article.
A summary about Mission Sea Voyages Heading to Parel Islands Archipelagos Recorded in Documentations

Paracel Islands (Hoang Sa) is a remote adminigtradirea of the Nguyen Dynasty, therefore, the dnnua
management is a routine (Ramsay, 2008). The #&tatibelow from the collection of the Nguyen Dynéast@fficial

Documentation describes the work of recruiting ésrto join the fleet:

Table 1

Sea Voyages by the Year Recruitment and Main Tasks
The sea voyage in 1833 Document 5: The Official
document on November 22nd in the fourteenth year qf Imperial city: Captain Truong Phuc Si (8,94), ersioy
Minh Menh reign (1833) Origin: the Imperial Cabinet | Provinces: 02 marine guides were Vu Van Hung and
Archive: National Archives Centre I. Notation: Vahe | Pham Van Senh, 18 boatmen and sailors.
49, page 233 -234

Imperial city: Captain Truong Phuc Si [8,94],

The sea voyage in 1834 experienced envoys, 20 marines; maneuvred and
Document 6: The Official document on AprilLth the | renovated 3 large ships. Truong Phuc Si drew the ma
fifteenth year of Minh Menh reign (1834) Origin: [5, file 4, 120] Province: Marine guide Vu Van Hyr®y
Administration Commissioner and Surveillance licensed boatmen were Dang Van Xien and Duong Van
Commissioner of Quang Ngai province Archive: The | Dinh, 09 sailors (labor workers); hired and upgrh8e
National Boundary Commission quick and lightships, packed with good .Each ship

carried 8 people.

The sea voyage in 1835
Document 7: The Official document on July™i# the

sixteenth year of Minh Menh reign (1835) Imperial city: Captain Pham Van Nguyen, 03 Imperial
Origin: the Imperial Cabinet guards were Tran Van Van, Nguyen Van Tien and
Archive: National Archives Center I. Nguyen Van Hoang ( drew the map), navy soldiers
Notation: Book No: 54, page 94 (soldiers, labor soldiers...). (Labor soldiers: egect
Document 8: The Official document of July"lii the temples, stone stelae and folding screens [54 vol.
sixteenth year of Minh Menh reign (1835) 673])Province: Vu Van Hung and Pham Van Senh were
Origin: Imperial Cabinet guides, seamen (labor workers)

Archive: National Archives Center |.
Notation : Book No :54, page 94
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Table 1 Contd.,

The sea voyage in 1836

Document 9: the Official document on Februar{} 12
sixteenth year of Minh Menh reign (1836)

Origin: Ministry of Construction and Transportation
Archive: The National Boundary Commission

Imperial city: Commander Pham Huu Nhat (marker
planting); chose O ship to go to Quang Ngai, g¢ngd
guards surveyed and drew maps [ 5, volume 4, 867])
Province: employed 4 ships from residents, sailors
(laborers), boatmen

The sea voyage in 1837

Document 10: The Official document of July™.in the
eighteenth year of Minh Menh reign (1837)

Origin: Ministry of Finance

Archive: National Archives Center

Notation: volume 57, page 210

Document 11: Official documents on July™.3n the
eighteenth year of Minh Menh reign (1837)

Origin: Ministry of Construction and Transportation
Archive: National Archives Center

Notation: volume 57, page 244

Document 12, Official documents on July™.3n the
eighteenth year of Minh Menh reign (1837)

Origin: Imperial Cabinet

Archive: National Archives Center

Notation: volume 57, page 245

Imperial city: commander — Pham Van Bien, one of 2
Imperial guards was Truong Viet Soai (drew a mag),
soldiers 20 Admirals. Province: 2 guides were VunVa
Hung and Pham van Senh, 31 sailors (laborer), 2
boatmen Nguyen Van Chom and Tran Van Duc, hireg
two big ships in Quang Ngai and two big ships intBi
Dinh(Requested for allowance to provide rice famen
who traveled to Paracel Islands. )

The sea voyage in 1838 Document 13: The Official
document in the leap month of April 2nd in the
nineteenth year of Minh Menh reign (1838) Origin:
Ministry of Construction and Transportation Archive
National Archives Center Notation: volume 68, page

of April 6 in the nineteenth year of Minh Menh reign
(1838) Origin: Ministry of Construction and
Transportation

Archive: National Archives Center Notation: volui®@,

21%in the nineteenth year of Minh Menh reign (1838)
Origin: Ministry of Construction and Transportation
Archive: National Archives Center Notation: volu@,
page 215 Document 16, The Official document on Jul
19" in the nineteenth year of Minh Menh reign (1838)
Origin: Administration Commissioner of Quang Ngai
Archive: National Archives Center Notation: volui®,
page 146-147

Document 14: The Official document in the leap rhont

page 40 Document 15: The Official document on Jung

Imperial city: Royal guards, Admirals, Directorate
Imperial Observatory officers, Imperial guards (&yed
and drew a map), soldiers; Deputy Director of the
Bureau, Royal guards; maneuvered 2 ships in BimtnDi
| Province: Guides Vu Van Hung and Pham Van Senh
" seamen (laborer), boatmen, hired two big shipsuarn@
Ngai and two big ships in Binh Dinh (Quang Ngai
reported that 4 ships had set off)

y

Source: Summarised from The Collection of Nguyen dynasbfficial Documentation about the implementation of
Vietnam's sovereignty over Paracel Islands and figuSa archipelagos, supplemented from the "Dai Mam luc" and

"Kham Dinh Dai Nam hoi dien su le" (The authorls#imains the order as in the Collection).
The sea voyages mentioned above indicate the fitpaontents:

Every year / annually / continuously for 6 yearsndKMinh Menh sent troops to Paracel Islands tolaep
manage, and patrol the sea and island regionsghrwarious activities, such as map drawing, bordarker

planting, temple building, tree planting, collegticommodities and rare seafood.

The 1st, 3rd and 5th sea voyages only had infoamabout the returning trip, the 2nd and 4th seages only
had information about the departing trip; only @tk sea voyage had the information of both trips.
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e By studying these 12 documents, in combination ¥ithi Nam thuc luc” and “Kham Dinh Dai Nam hoi diso
le” and other researches, the participants andstaskthe fleet, selected by the King and provinogsre
elucidated.

» The task of each infantry office and the main neigssivould be different each year, depends on thg'Kiarder.

About the Participants in the Fleets

The Imperial Force

The imperial force consisted of the Navy, labodsgis, supervisors, guards, Directorate of Impediaservatory,
the Minister of Construction and Transportation aoglal guards. This force received the order in tiied week of
January [7,183]. They would travel on 03 large slilpm Thuan An estuary to Quang Ngai province @atdinated with
the Quang Ngai's and Binh Dinh’s forces.

The Naval Force

Under King Minh Menh, the Navy was divided into @nks: the central (Imperial city) and the local (or
provincial). The central (Imperial city) was calléte Imperial city Admiral. This naval force wadlyuequipped with
weapons and ships as well as regular trainingtisfgamilitary and civilian requirements. Not evepyovince had its own

navy force. The number of troops in each provinaes wot the same.

Recruited into the navy often were the people wiedl in coastal areas. Sometimes, in order to getigh
soldiers, the Court had to manoeuver troops frdmerotinits. The task of the Navy, ordered in thén tar of Minh Menh
(1833), was: "Practice continuously in training gemfight vigorously in battles ..." [1.40]. Theaiming regime of the
navy was relatively strict with the exact requirenseof the time. They not only practiced shootinmng with standing
ammunition but also practice with moving targetsised cannons to attack fake ships. The navy \aagett to be familiar
with seaways, river ways, as well as hollow/deepgeaous/safe topographics, small islands, big dslao avoid dangers.

[review for additional references]

The main weapons of the Navy were guns, cannouistities, along with bullets, long spears, irondydirearms,
fire hoses, long-handled sickles, stones, stonélegeall kinds of marine equipment in general. iBes the ships and
essential armaments in the military, the Navy wae aquipped with compassé, sandglassé, and Westeatopes. The
King manoeuvered the elite naval force equipped Wiht and fast boats in order to chase down e&ah case of an
encounter. In historical documentation of the Nguggnasty, pirates were commonly regarded as Chimasders, Te
Ngoi invaders, Qing buccaneers, Do Ba invaders, \Ghaea invaders, sea invaders, etc. In detaMarch 1985, corsairs
robbed merchant ships in Sa Ky estuary of Quang.Mgaa result, the naval forces also indirectlyleriook additional

tasks of besieging these pirates.

It can be inferred that there was a strong navgefamder King Minh Menh which was trained and pcact all
skills through military simulation and real battld$e Navy was equipped with guns, sandglassesdepes, and almost
all naval weapons. The King used the naval troopghé Imperial City as an important core forcerigage in sea voyages
to Paracel Islands.[7,99/111/121/161]. Captainthefaval force in each year were Captain Truong-FSi (1833-1834),
Captain Pham Van Nguyen (1835), Commander Pham Nhat (1836) and Commander Pham Van Bien (1837). In
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addition, one important task of the Captain of tlawal force is that once he reached an island;adetd pitch wooden
stakes, which was prepared by the Ministry of Qausion and Transportation as a border mark. @nwboden stakes
marked the official year of the dynasty, the narhéhe state official and the powerful phrase of ¢KiMinh Menh which

was “Obey the King’s order"[7, 127]

The Imperial Guards

The Nguyen dynasty had four parts of the Imperi@abp; each team included 50 men. In 1833, the dtitye
Troop was: as a part of the Department of Impe@Galards, the officers mastered the technique of digdical
measurements and Vauban Geometrical constructatmiggues, so they were sent to Paracel Islandsrfonm the tasks
such as mapping, building shrines, building staedéas, building fortifications and planting pereainirees. King Minh
Menh was faithful in marine gods, so he orderedetteztion of shrines and stelae to pray for pesceéather and the
safety of sea voyages. [review for additional refees: Phan Thanh Hai (2014), “King Minh Mang arsfrategic vision
of sea and islands displayed on The Nine Tripodid®anos of Nguyen Dynasty”, Journal of Physical Qudl Heritage,
vol.4 (49), page 38]

In each sea voyage from 1834 to 1838, King Minh Massigned the mapping task to the Imperial gudrds.
particular, Captain Truong Phuc Si (1834), thre@drial guards Tran Van Van, Nguyen Van Diem and ydguVan
Hoang (1835), Officer Truong Viet Soai (1837). Hawe after studying documents, | have not knownrtame of the
officers who were assigned the task of surveyingéa Islands in 1833, 1836 and 1838 yet.

Thus, the mission of the Imperial guards to Partstahds in each sea voyage was different, sucduasying,
map drawing; carrying materials to build the templimne stelae, building fortifications and plagtinees. Perhaps, the
most difficult task was measuring the Paracel d$aThe results of the sea voyage in 1835, 183¥,1838 showed that
the map had not been completed; (the officers weg)imanded by the King but were forgiven [7,1PW/M45/175].
However, “The complete map of Dai Nam” (“Dai Namamithong toan do”), drawn in 1838, was still thestf
administrative map of our country drawn in vertiognner, with the north on the top, the south enathttom, the east on
the right, and the west on the left (Harold, 20XBh this map, the image of Paracel Islands and “Mafruong Sa”

appeared on the right of the map, which is sintddater maps of Vietham.
Cong Tuong (Workmen)

Repairing ships was assigned to workmen. They wgtided into separate professions, set up teameot at
the governmental workshop. In addition, the workraethe shipyards not only built new ships but d&lad to repair ships
periodically. King Minh Menh always focused on rejey ships in the Imperial city and provinces hefeending them
out. He also ordered the workmen to bring mateatdsg with them to repair the ships during thp Wwihenever needed.
[7,99]

Directorate of Imperial Observatory

Under King Minh Menh, he founded the Directoratelmperial Observatory in every province to obseang
forecast the local weather [5, volume 3, 921]wadl as recording irregular weather, then repotedim through a

weather map which noted storms, droughts, floodtetail. Directorates understand astrology, thézbatal, longitude of
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the planet, the moon, the sun, the stars like Vehuysiter, Mercury, Mars, Saturn. They edited thbdt Chinh” calendar
and submit to the King.

In 1825, King Minh Menh gave the department threlarstelescopes, astronomical telescope, and tglesde
said: “...You are the members of the Office of Impe@bservatory; the main task is to observe theasiqy the earth.
However, all of you have never used the providésstmpes, which is really lazy and irresponsiblee Previous mistake
can be forgiven. From this time, all of the membiarshis office have to take a turn to learn howus® the telescopes,

within 2 months all of you must use them well. Wieedisobeys this order is guilty. [5, volumes ZB2

In August 1826, King Minh Menh gave the Departmeihtmperial Observatory two things — a barometeat an
thermometer. The King had told the Ministry of Rithat: "The thermometer, when it is dry, its gasggup and when it is
wet, the gas goes down, using it to forecast weasheery precise. However, when the weather iswaut the gas goes
down; when the weather is dull but the gas goesvepcan conclude that is irregular weather, whigh make people get
sick easily. Measuring the climate by this (tosl)a miracle. Knowing how to use it, (we) can pcedhe weather

precisely” [5, volumes 2, 514]

In December 1838, King Minh Menh said that a mamreker must remember the sea routes, so he regluest
Ministry of Construction and Transportation to editbook called “Hai trinh tap nghiem sach” (Thelection of sea
routes) based on researches of all related bodkes.bbok was divided into 4 sections with the follogvcontents: 1.
General about wind and rain (meteorological andoasimical observation), 2. Taboos during the tapstinence and
avoidance during the voyage); 3. Taboos in shipingl (abstinence and avoidance in shipbuilding)Jri¢rease the
experience (collection of experience in sea voyagdBse content primarily focuses on assessing wiinelction, so the
boatmen can control the ship effectively. It is orant that this book noted in detail damages oecuirom 1820 to 1838,
which are the evidence for the theories mentiomedhe book. [2, 35]. In addition, King Minh Menhagugested the
Ministry of Construction and Transportation to ediThuy su da cong khoa tich thuong phat le” - @irting and test
material for sailors. The journey diaries of theefl, as well as the records from the Departmeirinp€&rial Observatory,
were helpful in the construction of these 2 books.

The king sent the Department of Imperial Obseryatorparticipate in the sea voyage to Paracel d#islan 1838,
they used the solar telescope, the astronomicakdepe, along with the barometer, thermometer, asttblogical
divination to record meteorology, hydrographic ld sea voyage. Therefore, everyone could mininhiegisks and return
safely. Through that we could see, King Minh Metorsgly believed in the ability of divination antet knowledge of
astrology and geography of the Imperial Observaliepartment [7,161].

Deputy Director of the Bureau, Royal Guards

Through researching documents, | noticed that i8818he King sent Deputy Director of the Bureau au
Thuong and the royal guard Le Trong Ba of the Migisf Construction and Transportation to Parasklrds, although it
was not clear what their specific task was, bug known that the guard was good at using telescepéhey can help

inexperienced sailors to use this equipment.
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Provincial Forces

In the Sa Ky estuary, there were no rivers flowang, so there was no alluvium accumulation, andésth was
relatively suitable for building a port. Both sidefsthe estuary were favorable for inhabitantseegly in the south, An
Vinh commune (Ly Son lIsland, Vietnam), people liviegl the seafaring and farming. The northern banlAnfHai
commune was less prosperous and populated [8,47FI& is 27 km far from Sa Ky estuary and 50 kamf Quang Ngai
provincial capital, also known as Ly Son (is calislé Ré but according to the explanation of tH& i "island with many
trees"). The Portuguese often called it Pulo CatahChinese called it Ngoai La (Han Nguyen Ngulda, 2018). In the
early sixteenth centuries, there were seven fisbarim An Vinh village (An Vinh commune) in the mkind; they sailed
to the west of the island and founded the An VinarilV They were called “The Seven tribes” (Pham \Rttam Quang,
Vo Xuan, Vo Van, Le, Nguyen, Tran). Other 8 fishemfrom An Hai village (An Hai commune) occupiee thastern
part of the island and founded An Hai ward, theyavealled “The Eight Tribes” (Nguyen, Truong, Duormdguyen,
Nguyen, Tran, Le, Vo). 2 seniors were dismissed;wsoently, there were only 13 seniors on Ly Sdand.[6, 31]. That
means, An Vinh ward and An Hai ward of the islaretevestablished by the original residents in AnlMiommune and
An Hai commune on the mainland, which is Sa Ky &stuOn the island, the descendants were also ffefigonsible for
their home village on the mainland. During sea g@gto Paracel Islands, they usually carried agfairats, seven rattan
cords (or shrubs), seven bamboo braces. If unfatélyy during the sea voyage, someone unluckilg,di¢hers would use
the mats to wrap his body, tied with the bamboaésaand rattan cords and then dropped him intcsd¢lae A small
bamboo card with his name, place of birth and arljitunit was attached in the mats carefully aste tw anyone who
fished the body would know who he was and thatdwedacrificed for the country [6.68].

Guides and Boatmen

King Minh Menh ordered to hire the ship, seamerg @oatmen through the Ministry of Construction and
Transportation in order to prepare for the voyagéaracel Islands [7,183]. The King ordered eadvipce to recruit
experienced seamen and sailors, especially thogehatd been to Paracel Islands. As for the positibsteerer, the
province would issue a license for the steere®pi145/153]. In 1835, in 1837, and in 1838, Vu Wung (or Vo Van
Hung) and Pham Van Senh (or Pham Van Sanh) weceeglited and assigned to lead the fleet to Patsaleglds. In 1834,
Vu Van Hung was still the guide; however, there wasnformation about Pham Van Sang. Vu Van Hung aanember
of the Vo family in An Vinh village, he was the d@esdant of Vo Van Khiet (the captain of Paracealrdk fleet in 1776),
Vo Van Phu (the captain in 1803) [8, 95]. Vu Vanngualso assisted the province with the selectiohoatmen: Dang
Van Xa (An Hai Ward) (1834) Duong Van Dinh (Hoa Biillage) (1834) and Luu Duc Truc 1837). All thdseatmen

were licensed by the province.
Sailors

Fishermen (laborer, sailors) recruited to the flaere called the militia [7,145/153/161/183]. Thesre not
considered official military and were not paid mugf however, they were untaxed and granted 1 quah(the unit of
currency under the Nguyen dynasty) depending ons## voyage [7,111/121/145/153]. In addition, théso got the
remainder after repaying a required amount of mdodiie Court. Theyperformed the imperial duty sesly and exactly

(Pelley, 2011). Sailors joined the sea voyage iB418ere the citizens of Ly Son Island. They werarRiQuang Thanh
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(Pham Quang Thanh or Pham Quang Tinh), Tran VamKaad Vu Van Noi (Vo Van Cong) - An Vinh Ward; Nary
Van Manh and Truong Van Tai - An Hai Ward. Besidbsye were three other sailors in Quang Ngai pieeviincluding
Ao Van Tram - Le Thuy Dong Nhi Commune, Binh Hatcen Binh Son District; Tran Van Le and Nguyen Maoanh,
all of them were all from Thach Than village, Cadbzanton, Mo Hoa district [8.95 / 96], [7.99]. Bo®n selected by
officers to Paracel Islands were untaxed in theesgear. However, many people did not receivegpecial privilege, so

the Administration Commissioner of Quang Ngai pneé reported clearly the main task of these shigssfar surveying
Supplies

The province provided rice and other necessary lmgpfor sailors, while other foods such as fishidg, etc.
wereself - supplied by hunting [7,137]. Each shagl la fire oven, which was the traditional type vatitonut kindling.

Ships

Seamen'’s ships were built by themselves (look éflthstration of a ship in the seventeenth cenhelpw). It is
a small ship or small fishing ship with the bambwmattom covered of buffalo excrement and dipterogarplatus (a
tropical forest tree). The top of the ship was mafleood or starry wood, 3 masts made by oak trékdhe latches were
made by poon trees; this kind of trees was populéne local. Compared with ships made in otheafimnis, ships in Sa
Ky estuary or Ly Son Island had three sails wovgndaves, water jars were made of bamboo. Theretbeeseamen’s
ships were both small and light and could reachsth@re of Paracel Islands easily [6.70 / 71]. Rar&sdandsParacel
Islandsin 1838, Quang Ngai province hired two lasbgs. The first ship belonged to Nguyen Van Ginip number 22,
2.70m in lengths, 6.7m in width, 2.1m in depth. ®ezond ship belonged to Tran Van Duc, ship nur88er9.5m in
length, 6.7m in width, 2.3m in depth [7,183]. Téfere, two boatmen Nguyen Van Cho and Tran Van &s@ joined to
the voyage in 1837.

TV BUTM VAN TAT cr

An illustration of ship design in Ly Son Islandthre An illustration of ships and supplies for the vogag
seventeenth centuries (Photo: Nguyen Nha) Paracel Islands (early 19th centuries) (Photo: guy
Nha)
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Activities of the Forces Participating in the Voyag

Each year, in the East Sea, they were 9 — 10 stormverage; these storms usually had a passingiiseept
through the waters of Paracel Islands archipeldgphoons caused heavy rain, high waves, strong syindd many
difficulties construction process and facilities time archipelago. In the summer, the south-westewdivections were
dominant with 53-55%, the wave height was 3 — 4he ®ther wave directions were of low frequency tiredheight was
less than 3 — 4 m. In the winter, the North - Bgstes were dominant with the frequency of 70-72% the maximum
height of 4 — 6m. The East and North waves hadfrbguency of 10-15% and the maximum height of 3m- @Han
Nguyen Nguyen Nha, 2018). As a result, in the wintke coastal areas of Quang Tri to Quang Ngainofeceived
damaged vessels floating from Paracel Islands. Jiwsved that Paracel Islands team went to Parslegids in the third
week of March and back to the mainland at the tiihéune was a reasonable schedule, however, thene eaises when

the time was postponed.

The departure time for the annual survey, if posgiubdue to the weather, would be reported to timg Kf,161].
The plan was usually in the third week of Marct9fr/ 161/183]. To wish for a safe voyage to Paréstehds, in the 1%
year of Minh Menh (1834), King requested Quang Ngaiince to pray for the wind [7.99]. A ceremortytlae estuary
was not only to satisfy the spiritual need of tloairt and the soldiers but also to appease andureat®e families of the
soldiers who died on the journey; at the same tiinaJso encouraged them to actively engage indéegerous sea
voyage, help them avoid being disappointed anddtesi when they faced hardship. This was also aceh#or King Minh

Menh to show his care to the fleets and stabilizewillingness of the members.

Naval officers and envoys of the Imperial city sgdrfrom the Thuan An Gate to Quang Ngai provinug then
coordinated with the militia of Quang Ngai provineejoined with the supplement militia of Binh Dinti the delay was

reasonable, there would be no punishment, howévewas due to neglect, the fleet would be heapilinished.[7,161].

From Sa Ky estuary, the fleets, included the rayfap, the ships of Quang Ngai province or the shipthe
citizens in Binh Dinh province, took 3 days 3 rtgjto go to Paracel Islands [7,167], [6,78], [6,39]

After arriving at Paracel Islands, each memberthad¢ own duty. When they had free time, all ofrthwould
collect exotic species such as sea holothurianl, smehlea, which were as big as a mat and coethjearls as big as a
child's finger. Their color may not as beautifalraussel pearls; however, the shell could be semhnato pieces or used
as decoration; there were a very large tortoiséstied sea monster, or “white cotton”. Besides pezduct, they also
collected goods from wrecked ships such as goldersiguns, bronze, tin, black lead, ivory, beesvead porcelain.
Collecting guns were probably the most importasktbecause it could improve the military strermjtithe court (Han

Nguyen Nguyen Nha, 2018).

After finishing the task assigned by the king, fleet returned to the mainland following the plagirsehedule in
the third week of June [7,161 / 183], crossing ThAa estuary and then headed to the Imperial oityeport the situation
of the sea voyage. At the same time, they must gudhof the productions they got on that sea \gg/df someone tried
to hide anything for himself, the Ministry of Consttion and Transportation and Ministry of Justigeuld directly
investigate him [7,111]. When they arrived at Th#anestuary, if Tran Hai fortress hung a red flagcongratulate and

shot the canon, the fleet would be announced hieatvaves might be vigorous, so they should delayahding. Once the
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wave became peaceful, they would hear 3 big sAstshe navy troops were always on the voyage, ldet fvould always
hang a yellow flag and shoot canon once they landeadight, the flag was replaced by a large lamteseven or eight
meters in circumference, wrapped in white papeversd in fabric. In rainy and windy months, thetfess did not hang
lanterns. The meaning of flag and cannon shootirtgginsferring information was mastered thoroudtyyhe Navy under
King Minh Menh [4, 589-590].

On the other hand, drawing the map of Paracel dslavas probably the most difficult task, therefargil 1838
the map of Paracel Islands had not been complet¢¢dly addition, repairing broken ships was equathportant;
therefore, the fact that the king requested allkwan to join in the sea voyage was necessary.drsikth journey in
1838, the king sent officers of Imperial Observatand the Ministry of Construction and Transpodat{a Vice Minister
and the royal guards) to Paracel Islands. Officidl$mperial Observatory were highly skilled in ggation and good at
astrology and geography, so their task recordiegntleteorological and hydrographic states duringvthege to Paracel
Islands, which helped the fleet greatly reducesriskd return safely. Guards and Officials of Imple®bservatory were

also good at using the telescope.

CONCLUSIONS

Through 6 sea voyages to Paracel Islands, it & ¢hat the implementation of sovereignty over Balréslandsin
the Nguyen dynasty was continuous and uninterruftech 1833 to 1838, which was the continuity of eoqess
established by the Nguyen Lords from hundreds aefrsy@go. Participants of the fleet to Paracel tdaimcluded the
imperial army and local people in the estuarieSaKy and Re Islet (Ly Son island) in Quang Ngaiprce, in addition,
there were many seamen and boatmen of Binh Dinkimme. It was the responsibility of the entire Ngn dynasty

government system, from the central to the localland of all relevant components.

The main force sent by the imperial court to theaPal Islands was the elite naval force — they vieaimed to
assess all required skills through military stintiola. Besides the naval force, the Imperial guardse an indispensable
force in every sea voyage. In each sea voyage,hthdydifferent tasks such as measuring and mappiiigging materials

to build the temple, building steles, constructaam planting trees.

The second component of the fleet was the seantem knew the sea and had experience of travelirRptacel
Islands. They were selected to be guides and ste¢hey were also the descendants of the membgnevious fleets to
Paracel Islands. Particularly for the position tfesers, each candidate must apply to the proviiicée province
approved, they would receive a license. If necgsshe court would also select the boatmen frondesgs who lived in

the coastal area of Binh Dinh.

Before each sea voyage, King Minh Menh preparediéie¢ carefully, from training skills for the flée members
to recruiting experienced candidates. The King alspared supplies to prevent ship damages dunmgdyage. He also

paid attention in motivating each member of thetfley performing a ceremony before their departure.

The activities during this period under King Minhelhh clearly showed the strict management abilityhef
Court, the responsibility of the national leadethe national territory in general and islands antigular. The indisputable

sovereignty in Paracel Islands from 1833 to 183&ckvwas the continuity of a process establishethbyNguyen Lords
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from hundreds of years ago, left many valuable Bgpees and was a strong foundation for the devedop and

protection of sea and island sovereignty until foda
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